CHAPTER   II
THE    YOUNG    DIPLOMAT
IN historic Versailles, at the junction of the Rue des
Reservoirs and the Rue de La Paroisse, there stands
a modest mansion which bears a plaque stating that
here Ferdinand de Lesseps was born. It was on the
igth November, 1805. There is something significant
even in the date, for this man, who was to demonstrate
so effectively in his lifetime that " peace hath her
victories, no less renown'd than war," came into this
world between two great battles, the British naval
victory at Trafalgar and the French military victory
at Austerlitz. The two mighty nations whose mutual
goodwill and co-operation Ferdinand de Lesseps strove
so anxiously to promote were locked in conflict.
Ferdinand was the fourth child of his parents
Mathieu and Catherine de Lesseps. The duties of his
father in the foreign consular service prevented the
family from settling for long at any one place, and
until his tenth year the boy had seen little of his native
land. He was less than a year old when the family
packed up and found a temporary home at Leghorn,
a commodious if somewhat dilapidated building
dignified with the name of " palace." An imposing
gateway gave access to the street. " It was beneath
this gateway," De Lesseps tells us in a recollection of
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